[Hospital infections and their consequences in patients of advanced age].
On the basis of a representative survey of more than 66,000 patients in German acute hospitals from 1978 to 1989 the incidence and consequences of nosocomial infections on length of hospital stay and mortality for patients above age 60 are discussed. Infection rates are higher for female patients and increase with age for both sexes. Surprisingly the length of stay differences due to nosocomial infections are smaller in absolute and relative terms for older patients. The consequences on mortality, however, strongly concentrate on older patients. Using realistic assumptions on incidence and mortality and on possible degrees of infection the number of "preventable deaths" due to nosocomial infections are calculated. For 1990 the results sum up to more than 6000 deaths at ages above 60 alone for the Federal Republic of Germany within its former borders.